
DA173/2007 – ESTABLISHMENT OF A TELECOMMUNICATION
COMPOUND INCLUDING THE ERECTION OF AN 80 METRE HIGH
STEEL ANGLE TOWER AND THE ERECTION OF AN EQUIPMENT
HUT

08/222) RESOLVED:
1. That the Director of Environmental Services be granted

Delegated Authority to determine Development Application
173/2007, following negotiation of appropriate conditions with
the applicant representing the Crown. (Braddon/Williams)

16) DA 173/2007 – ESTABLISHMENT OF A TELECOMMUNICATION
COMPOUND INCLUDING THE ERECTION OF AN 80 METRE HIGH
STEEL ANGLE TOWER AND THE ERECTION OF AN EQUIPMENT
HUT
(Senior Town Planner)

RECOMMENDED
1. That the Director of Environmental Services be granted Delegated

Authority to determine Development Application 173/2007, following
negotiation of appropriate conditions with the applicant representing
the Crown.

REPORT 
Applicant: TransGrid
Owner: Forest NSW
Application No: 173/2007
Zone: 1(f) Forestry Zone
Date Received: 24 April 2007
Assessment No: N/A
Property: Crown Reserve located with the State Forest atop of Mount

Macquarie (approx. elevation 1190m).
Proposed Development: Establishment of a Telecommunication Compound

including the erection of an 80 metre high steel
angle tower and the erection of an equipment hut.

Council has received Development Application 173/2007 for the
establishment of a telecommunication compound including the erection of an
80 metre high steel angle tower and the erection of an equipment hut within a
Crown reserve atop of Mount Macquarie. 

The application was received on the 24 April 2007 and was deferred due to
the lack of information provided within the Statement of Environmental
Effects. The additional information was re submitted to Council on the 9 June
2008. 

Section 79C Assessment:
(a)(i) the provisions of any environmental planning instrument 



Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

The proposed development is classified as Crown Development under Part
5A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, which means:

A consent authority, in respect of a development application made by or on
behalf of the Crown, must not:

(a) refuse its consent to the application, except with the written
approval of the Minster
(b) impose a condition of its consent, except with the written approval
of the Minster or the applicant. 

In accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979,
the consent authority cannot impose a condition of consent, except with the
written approval of the Minister or the applicant.  Draft conditions will be
negotiated with the applicant representing the Crown. 

State Environmental Planning Policy’s (SEPP)

SEPP No. DESCRIPTION COMMENT
No. 1 Development Standards Not applicable
No. 4 Development without consent.  and

Miscellaneous Exempt and Complying
Development

Not applicable

No. 6 Number of Storeys in a Building Not applicable
No. 8 Surplus Public Land Not applicable

No. 9 Group Homes. Not applicable
No. 11 Traffic Generating Developments.  Not applicable
No. 15 Rural Landsharing Communities Not applicable
No. 16 Tertiary Institutions Not applicable
No. 21 Caravan Parks Not applicable
No. 22 Shops and Commercial Premises.  Not applicable

No. 30 Intensive Agriculture Not applicable
No. 32 Urban Consolidation (Redevelopment

of Urban Land).  
Not applicable

No. 33 Hazardous & Offensive Development Not applicable
No. 34 Major Employment Generating

Industrial Development
Not applicable

No. 35 Maintenance Dredging of Tidal
Waterways

Not applicable

No. 36 Manufactured Home Estates Not applicable

No. 37 Continued Mines & Extractive
Industries.  

Not applicable

No. 44 Koala Habitat Protection Not applicable
No. 45 Permissibility of Mining Not applicable
No. 48 Major Putrescible Landfill Sites.  Not applicable
No. 50 Canal Estate Development Not applicable
No. 55 Remediation of Land Not applicable

No. 64 Advertising and Signage Not applicable
No. 65 Design and Quality of Residential Flat

Development
Not applicable

ARTC Rail ARTC Rail Infrastructure 2004 Not applicable



Infrastructure
Seniors Living Seniors Living 2004 Not applicable
BASIX  (Building Sustainability Index: BASIX)

2004
Not applicable

Major Projects SEPP (Major Projects) 2005 Not applicable

Regional Environmental Plans (REP)
None Relevant

Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 
The subject land is zoned 1(f) Forestry under the provisions of the Blayney
Local Environmental Plan 1998. 

The establishment of a telecommunication compound including the erection of
an 80 metre high steel angle tower and the erection of an equipment hut
within this zone is permissible, subject to the consent of Council in
accordance with the provisions of the Blayney Local Environmental Plan
1998. 

Zone Objectives
The objectives of this zone are to identify those areas under the management
and control of the Forestry Commissions of New South Wales pursuant to the
Forestry Act 1916 and to promote appropriate use of that land. 

The proposed development is considered to be an appropriate use of the land
due to the existing telecommunication facility within the area.  

Permissibility 
The establishment of a telecommunication compound including the erection
an 80 metre high steel angel tower and the erection of an equipment hut is
permissible with the Development Consent of Council under the Blayney
Local Environmental Plan 1998. 

Clause 20 and Schedule 3 of the Blayney Local Environmental Plan 1998 
In accordance with Schedule 3 of the Blayney Local Environmental Plan
1998, the proposed development was advertised in the local newspaper. The
proposed development was also notified to adjoining land owners. Two (2)
submissions were received during this period. 

Clause 24 – Land Subject to Bushfire Hazards
The Council must not grant consent to the subdivision of land or to the
erection of a building on land which is subject to bushfire hazards (by reason
of the vegetation on the land or on any adjacent land) unless, in the opinion of
the Council:

(a) adequate provision is made for access for fire fighting vehicles;
(b) adequate safeguards are adopted in the form of fire breaks, reserves

and fire radiation zones; and 
(c) adequate water supplies are available for fire fighting purposes. 

The subject site is identified as being bushfire prone according to Council’s
mapping system and has been forwarded to the Rural Fire Service for 



comment.  These comments shall be included in any draft conditions to be
negotiated with the applicant representing the Crown.

(a) (ii) the provisions of any draft environmental planning instrument 
There are no known draft environmental planning instruments applicable to
the subject land. 

(a) (iii) any development control plans 
There are no known Development Control Plans applicable to this proposal. 

(a) (iv) any matters prescribed by the regulations
Clause 92 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000
prescribes certain matters that must be considered by Council in determining
a development application. There are no relevant prescribed matters that
would apply to this proposal. 

(b) the likely impacts of the development 
Context and Setting
The proposed communication compound will be established at the top of
Mount Macquarie which is located 15km south of Blayney and 5km south east
of Carcoar. The subject site, Mount Macquarie is owned by Forest NSW and
is prominently planted with radiata pine trees, which are for the purpose of
harvesting timber. 

The proposed location of the communication compound is a cleared area due
to the establishment of the existing telecommunications facility. The
landscape surrounding the subject site is used for agricultural and rural
residential purposes. 

Visual Impact
A visual assessment was undertaken to assess the likely visual impacts
associated with the establishment of the communication compound
comprising an 80 metre steel lattice tower within the Mount Macquarie State
Forest. 

The subject site is located in a previously cleared area that also contains an
existing 20 metre steel lattice tower and shelter. This cleared area is
surrounded by pine plantations about 30 metres tall. It is proposed that the
existing mature vegetation will screen the view of the communications hut and
partially screen the view of the tower.  It is noted that the pine plantation will
be harvested in the future and trees will then be replaced. 

Access, Transport and Traffic
Access to the site is via an existing 4WD vehicle access track which runs
through Mount Macquarie. Traffic volumes to the subject site will increase
during the construction phase, which is a proposed period of 6 months. At the
completion of the construction phase, there will be no significant increase in
traffic generated by the maintenance and operation of the proposed
communication facility. 



Public Domain
The proposed development will not impact on the public domain in terms of
public recreation, public spaces or access and pedestrian linkages, due to the
nature and location of the development. 

Utilities
The power supply to the proposed development will be via an underground
cable and a short section of a new overhead powerline.  The underground
cable will connect into a new overhead 11 k V line on private land on Mount
Macquarie Road. Country Energy will be constructing the new overhead
section of the line. 

Heritage
There is no identified heritage or archaeological sites in close proximity to the
subject site in accordance with Blayney Shire Council’s Local Environmental
Plan 1998 and the Indigenous Heritage Assessment carried out by Ozark
Environmental & Heritage Management Pty Ltd which was submitted with the
subject application. Due to the existing telecommunication facility the site is a
highly disturbed area and it is unlikely that items of archaeological or heritage
value would be found. 

Other Land Resources 
The subject site, Mount Macquarie is owned by Forest NSW and is
prominently planted with radiata pine trees, which are for the purpose of
harvesting timber. The area is not identified as being a valuable area for
mineral and extractive resources.  

Water
The Statement of Environmental Effects submitted with the application states
that no hydrological or water quality impacts from the construction of the
proposed development is expected to negatively impact on surrounding water
sources. 

Coombing Creek is located approximately 2km south west of the peak of
Mount Macquarie and flowing generally northwest into the Belubula River. Any
impacts associated with the site run off will be minimised through the
implementation of an erosion and sediment control plan during excavation
works.

Soils
The local relief in the vicinity of the subject site is predominantly flat. The soils
of the area have been disturbed during the construction of the existing
telecommunication facility. It is expected that the excavation works for the
establishment of foundations will have some level of disturbance to the soils
within the proposed development area. Appropriate erosion and sediment
control measures will be implemented to alleviate the potential for soil erosion
at the time of construction. 



Air and Microclimate 
The proposed development is expected not to be a source of air pollution.
During the construction phase minor dust and plant fumes may be generated. 

Flora & Fauna
A Flora and Fauna investigation was undertaken by Cumberland Ecology and
was submitted with the subject application. No endangered ecological
communities listed and under the Environment Protection or Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 and Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 occur
on or near the subject site. The study concluded that the proposed
development should not have a significant impact upon flora and fauna
species and that a Species Impact Statement is not required. 

Waste
Any waste generated from the construction of the proposed development will
be removed from the subject site after completion of the works. 

Energy
The proposed development is affected by Radiofrequency electromagnetic
radiations (EMR), which are waves of electric and magnetic energy moving
together through space. The proposed microwave radio site is designed on an
8 gigahertz band with continuous strength of 0.1 watt and a maximum of 3
watts. These signal strengths are very low and with the transmission and
receiving being highly directional and at a height of 80 metres, the EMR levels
on the ground near the tower are extremely low. The levels are typically less
than 1% of the general public exposure limits specified by Australian
Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANSA). 

Noise and Vibration 
Noise levels generated from the proposed development is considered
temporary and confined to the construction phase. It is considered unlikely
that the noise emitted during the construction phase will impose any adverse
affects on the properties surrounding the subject site. To mitigate any impacts
caused by the proposed noise, construction will be restricted to daylight hours.  

Natural Hazards
The subject site is identified as being bushfire prone according to Council’s
mapping system and has been forwarded to the Rural Fire Service for
comment. 

Technological Hazards
Council has no records or evidence to suggest that the site may be
contaminated and it is unlikely that the subject land would be subject to any
form of land contamination.

Safety, Security & Crime Prevention
The application proposes a 25 x 16 metre compound with 3 metre high
palisade fence, for safety, security and crime prevention purposes around the
80 metre steel lattice tower. 














